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identify it unmistakably than to placate the spirit of the dead
man or woman for whom the new-born was named. And a dog
would be named in the same fashion.)
I recall an instance of non-interference which, from the white
man's point of view, was more comical than anything else,
although the subject of the story is serious enough. Ohudlerk
had a son-in-law who was a half-breed trapper. One day he
appeared at his son-in-law's igloo and informed him that his
mother had decided to hang herself: let him therefore not be
astonished when, on his next journey east, he did not see her
round the camp. The son-in-law had enough of his Norwegian
father in him to be shocked by the story. Gibson was appealed
to and took the half-breed's side.
Two days later Ohudlerk came back to the Post with a solu-
tion. He had been thinking the matter over. If the white man
did not want the old woman to hang herself, it must be that the
suicide would in some mysterious way embarrass him. Would
it not be satisfactory, then, if Ohudlerk drove the old woman to
the other side of the promontory, out of sight of the settlement,
half a mile away, and let her hang herself there?
Paddy spoke very sternly to Ohudlerk, forbidding this reason-
able arrangement, and the old fellow went off in a bad temper
and deep bewilderment. The desires of the aged ought to be
respected, he insisted. He was confoundedly annoyed.
Thereupon, the old woman suddenly died a natural death,
and Ohudlerk was furious.
*You see,3 he said. 'She died, anyway. Why couldn't you
have let her die the way she wanted to? Now we shall have
trouble.'
A soul that is thwarted in its manner of dying will create
much mischief. And immediately Ohudlerk went through a
variety of medicine-man rites in order to appease the assuredly
wrathful soul of the half-breed's mother.
*
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